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TWELVE LOCAL PROFESSIONALS HONORED BY COAST YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
AT THE INAUGURAL BLACK TIE & BLUE JEAN GALA

Mississippi Gulf Coast- Coast Young Professionals (CYP) and its presenting sponsor Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Biloxi honored twelve local professionals at the inaugural Black Tie & Blue Jean Awards Gala on Thursday, May 28.  Ten honorees were presented with the “4 Ever Young” award, a CYP member was  named “CYP VIP”, and one special guest received the Lead By Example Award.
The 4 Ever Young Award was created by CYP in honor of those professionals who have given of themselves to their careers, their communities, and their families, forming a foundation for the young men and women who will lead the coast in the future.  This year’s 4 Ever Young Award winners are Gerald Blessey, Judge Margaret Alfonso Caranna, Mark Cumbest, John Harral, Adele Lyons, John McFarland, George Schloegel, Linda Watts, Roland Weeks, and Rodger Wilder.  These ten coast leaders have supported CYP since its inception by encouraging participation in the organization. Their endorsement of CYP has been a vital ingredient in the organization’s success during its first two years.
The CYP VIP Award was created to recognize the CYP member whose dedicated service CYP organization could not be without.  Miriam Deemer has been an unstoppable force since joining the CYP Board of Directors in mid-2007.  In addition to major accomplishments within her career at Biloxi Regional Medical Center, where she has earned numerous awards, she serves as the Leadership and Learning Chair, which, under her leadership, has taken on the most projects and had the greatest success.  Miriam’s undying passion for others, meticulous follow-through, and high standards make her an excellent choice for the first ever CYP VIP Award.
In addition to the ten 4 Ever Young Award winners, CYP also honored one of the Mississippi Gulf Coast’s finest models of leadership.  Serving regionally and for the good of the people and always setting an example for others to follow, Congressman Gene Taylor has been instrumental to the Gulf Coast’s growth, both before and especially after, Hurricane Katrina.  With his guidance, the Gulf Coast has been able to remain on the minds of national leaders, effectively bringing about change and renewal to aid in full recovery efforts.  For these and so many other reasons, CYP honored Taylor with the 2009 Lead By Example Award.

Coast Young Professionals is an organization of the Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce committed to developing young leaders on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. For more information on the organization, visit www.coastyoungprofessionals.com 
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